Basic Teaching Skills for the Adult Sabbath School Teacher

Facilitated by Gerson P. Santos, D. Min.

I. Introduction
The purpose of the Sabbath School is to provide religious education that builds the faith and lifestyle from Bible teachings. 

The Sabbath School exists not only to minister to its members, but to train those members to minister to others. The Sabbath School is a school of Christian living, not just an event on Sabbath mornings. 

The objectives of the Sabbath School are:

1) To Study the Word of God

2) To Develop Fellowship

3) To Promote Evangelism

4) To Support World Missions

The Sabbath School exists not only to minister to its members, but to train those members to minister to others. The Sabbath School is a school of Christian living, not just an event on Sabbath mornings.

II. The Sabbath School Teacher

In no other part of the church’s Sabbath morning activities is the ministry of the laity more vital than in the Sabbath School class.

“Those who teach in Sabbath School must have their hearts warmed and invigorated by the truth of God, being not hearers only, but also doers of the Word. They should be nourished in Christ as the branches are nourished in the vine” (Ellen G. White, Counsels on Sabbath School Work, page 94). 

Duties of the Adult Sabbath School Teacher

· Preparation

· Helping everyone feel welcome

· Serving as the “Undershepherd” of the class

· Prayer

· Guiding class members to learn and grow

· Starting on time

III. Learning Styles and the Learning Cycle

1. Two Dimensions of Learning
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- Processing
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3. How We Process
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4. The Learning Cycle

· Connect the learner to the central concept.

· Share with them the expert information.

· Have them apply what they’ve learned to their personal life.

· Have them explore new possibilities this learning opens up to their lives.

IV. Questioning Techniques

· Avoid yes/no questions.

· Go beyond recall questions.

· Ask “how” and “why” questions.

· Use life application questions.

· Use questions that require students to refer to Scripture.

· Avoid questions with trite answers.

· Avoid answering questions yourself.

· Develop a tolerance for silence.

V. Six categories of Bloom’s taxonomy:

· Knowledge
· Comprehension
· Application
· Analysis
· Synthesis
· Evaluation

VII. Sabbath School Teachers’ Certification Program:
The Certification seeks to magnify the importance of the teaching ministry in the life of the local church.  It encourages teachers to regard their work as a special ministry that deserves the highest skill development.

“The true teacher is not content with dull thoughts, and indolent mind, or a loose memory.  He constantly seeks higher attainments and better methods.  His life is one of continual growth.”  Counsels on Sabbath School Work, 103.

What are the benefits?

· Sabbath School teachers are better equipped professionally to carry out their responsibilities.

· Sabbath School teachers can better understand and experience their important roles as leaders, feeders, protectors, and trainers.

· It will inspire and strengthen Sabbath School teachers and help them improve their teaching ministry.

· More leaders may be trained to do God’s work.

Participants will gain an understanding of the following topics:

· A Philosophy of Sabbath School.

· Introduction to the Bible.

· How to Interpret the Bible and the Writings of Ellen White.

· Inductive and Relational Study Group Skills.

· Lesson Preparation.

· Learning Process.

· Caring for Class Members
� Adult Sabbath School Teacher. Responsibilities in the Local Church, Advent Source, 2002, #2.


� Betz, Charles and Calkins, Jack.  Leading Adult Sabbath School and The Learning Styles Seminar. Lincoln, Neb.: AdventSource.
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