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Introduction
1. The deductive method reasons from certain premises to a necessary conclusion. It is often described as reasoning from the general to the specific. The inductive method reasons in the opposite direction of the deductive method. It begins with specific observations and reasons to a generalization about the observations. It is often described as reasoning from the particulars to the general.

2. That is inductive reasoning where the truth of interpretation is induced by the Biblical facts of the Old and New Testament Scriptures. As contrasted with deductive Bible study (which is reading an interpretation into the Bible text by assumption), inductive Study is drawing an interpretation 'out of' the Bible text. Thus it didn't come from you, but from the Word of God itself. The frame below gives a few simple examples of the process in 'rudimentary' Biblical induction.
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I. Inductive approach is concretized by:
1. Modeling the teaching activities

2. Coaching the teaching practice experiences

3. Taking the students’ learning experiences as starting points for reflection

Comparisons of the institutional approaches with the approaches during teaching practice confirm the importance of an inductive approach in which different practice experiences, systematically aimed at making the students restructure their conceptual frameworks of learning and instruction, are used for reflection.

II. Characteristics of inductive reasoning
1. Domain knowledge

2. Generalization

3. Working memory capacity

4. Analogy

5. Hypothesis generation

On the basis of knowing the characteristics of inductive reasoning, extraction of the manifestations of inductive reasoning ability can then be made.

III. A general inductive approach for analysis of qualitative evaluation data
The purposes for using an inductive approach are to:

(a) condense raw textual data into a brief, summary format;

(b) establish clear links between the evaluation or research objectives and the summary findings derived from the raw data; and

(c) develop a framework of the underlying structure of experiences or processes that are evident in the raw data.

The general inductive approach provides an easily used and systematic set of procedures for analyzing qualitative data that can produce reliable and valid findings. Although the general inductive approach is not as strong as some other analytic strategies for theory or model development, it does provide a simple, straightforward approach for deriving findings in the context of focused evaluation questions. Many evaluators are likely to find using a general inductive approach less complicated than using other approaches to qualitative data analysis.

IV. Deductive and Inductive Reasoning Applied to the Bible
1. Deductive Bible Study on the basic level is simply instruction in Biblical doctrine. One common way of doing a deductive study is for the student to examine a selected series of Bible texts, then to answer specific questions about each text questions which will draw out and pull together the logical inferences so that the student can think for himself step-by-step through the logic of the doctrine.  At the more advanced levels of deductive study, instead of relying on a teacher to instruct the student, the student himself is involved directly in building and applying Biblical doctrine. 

2. Inductive Bible Study on the basic level is simply careful instruction in the meaning of the Biblical text. It breaks down Bible texts into parts or principles in order to examine its meaning and relationship to other texts. In an inductive study we might examine a particular passage or book of the Bible, attempting to understand what the text means within its context. The purpose is not to build doctrine although a little of that will probably happen but the purpose is to build basic knowledge and understanding of the Bible.

One common way of doing an inductive study is to choose a large passage to examine word by word, phrase by phrase, paragraph by paragraph with a series of such questions as Who? What? Where? When? Why? How? What kind of? How many? Which help to draw out some of the meaning of the text

            1) Observation level, determining what the text says.

            2) Interpretation level, determining what the text means by what it says.

            3) Application level, determining how to apply what the text means to modern life.

This follows the progression of the Biblical trivium:

            1) Knowledge of the facts = observation of what the text says.

            2) Understanding of the relationships = interpretation of what the text means.

            3) Wisdom in applying the understanding = application of the interpretation to life.

V. Inductive Bible Study Techniques
These are tools to derive more information from your Bible studies.

The advantage of this Bible study technique is no other book, other than the Bible, or reference book is required. However, a concordance is helpful to find the location of all usage's of the word in the Bible book. Inductive Bible techniques can be used for word, topic or people studies also.

STEP 1: Prayer

STEP 2: Read the entire Bible book & mark "KEY WORDS/PHRASES".

STEP 3: Read the entire Bible book, a second time, & mark "KEY GROUPS".

STEP 4: Read each chapter & ask "NINE "W's".

WHO: (author writing book, who is the story about, main person, who did action);

WHOM: (book written to, whom had action);

WHEN: (time-frame book written, time event occurred);

WHERE: (book written from location or to whom written location, event located);

WHY: (book purpose, function);

WHAT: (book key element, subject, event, what is taught: instructions, history);

WAY: (methods, modes, means, techniques used);

WANT: (desired outcome, end result);

WAIT: (was there a delay, should a period of time occur before event, results).

STEP 5: Read each chapter for its "THEME" using "WHAT and WHY" statements should be helpful to finding the themes. Also mark the "MAIN PRINCIPLE OR APPLICATION" taught. Mark "KEY WORDS/PHRASES" to make LISTS of these scriptures.

STEP 6: Fill in a form showing each chapter and book THEME; purpose of book; & book structures and other references God shows you.
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