· Simple Methods of Giving Bible Studies

· A Simple Method Is Needed

· It has proven very successful around the world.

· Everybody can master it very quickly

· The student learns better and faster.

· The student is soon trained and equipped with completed study guides to study the Bible.

· God’s Instruction

· “Our work has been marked out for us by our heavenly father. We are to take our Bibles and go forth to warn the world” —Testimonies, vol.  9 P. 150.

· Ellen G. White’s Vision

· “Hundreds and thousands were seen visiting families and opening before them the word of God. Hearts were convicted by the power of the Holy Spirit, and a spirit of genuine conversion was manifest. On every side doors were thrown open to the proclamation of the truth. The world seemed to be lightened with the heavenly influence” —Testimonies vol. 9, p. 126.

· Preparations Needed

· Heart preparation

· Preparation of materials

· Mental preparation

· Heart Preparation

· Heart Preparation


“My son, give me your heart, and let your eyes keep to my ways” Proverbs 23:26.

· Heart Preparation
The Example of Jesus

· ( Before every major event in His ministry, Jesus prayed for guidance and help (Mark 1:35). 

· Heart Preparation

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses . . . to the ends of the earth.“ Acts 1:8

· Heart Preparation

“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you . . .”  James 4:7,8.

· Heart Preparation

   “The soul that is yielded to Christ becomes His own fortress, which He holds in a revolted world, and He intends that no authority shall be known in it but His own. A soul thus kept in possession by heavenly agencies is impregnable to the assults of Satan. But unless we do yield ourselves to the control of Christ, we shall be dominated by the wicked one” Desire of Ages, p. 324.

· Materials Preparation

· The Basic Tools

· The Basic Tools

· The Basic Tools


( The right attitude.

· Be Friendly To Everyone

If we want to win people to Jesus, we must be friendly to them. Proverbs 18:24 

 “Acceptance is affirming the worth of another person, no matter who he or she is, or what he or she has done. It is keeping our heart, mind and hands open to the life of another person ”

· An Open Community

· What should be our attitude as Christians toward nonbelievers and people who belong to other religious groups?

· An Open Community

   “Teacher, said John, ‘we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us.’

· Friendship Evangelism

“People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.”

“There are no strangers here, only friends who haven’t met yet.” (Irish Pub)

· Making Friends With The People
(The Example Of Jesus)

( Jesus loved people and never failed to help them (Mark 1:14).

· Basic Tools

· Bible Versions: 1 Peter 1:13

· Bible Versions: Acts 8

· Bible Versions: Dan. 8:14

· Bible Versions: Neh. 13:26


“Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? yet among many nations was there no king like him, who was beloved of his God, and God made him king over all Israel: nevertheless even him did outlandish women cause to sin.” KJV 

· Bible Versions


Choose a version or translation that is clear and understandable.

· Basic Tools

· Basic Tools

· Mental Preparation

· Mental Preparation

   “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2 Tim. 2:15.

· Mental Preparation

· Mental Preparation

· Gospel Workers

· Evangelism

· Welfare Ministry

· Christian Service

· Christian Leadership

· Mental Preparation

· Building Interests For Bible Studies

· Building Interest For Bible Studies

· Making friends with people.

· Home visitation.

· New Testament method of creating and building interest.

· Receptive Times

· Home Visitation

  “How can the great work of the third angel’s message be accomplished? It must be largely accomplished by persevering, individual effort, by visiting the people in their home” Welfare Ministry, p. 97

· Home Visitation

  “There are families who will never be reached by the truth of God’s word unless His servants enter their home.” Evangelism, pp. 435, 436

· New Testament Method Of Creating And Building Interest


“The more closely the NT plan is followed in missionary labor, the more sucessful will be the efforts put forth.” —Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 210.

· Christ’s method

· The method of the Early Church

· The Method Of Christ

“Our Savior went from house to house,

· healing the sick, 

· comforting the mourners, 

· soothing the afflicted, 

· speaking peace to the disconsolate.

· blessed children

· spoke words of hope and comfort  to the weary mothers.” — Christian Service, p. 114.

· The Method Of The Early Christian Church

· Acts 5:42 “And daily in the temple, and in every hose, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.”

· They grew - Acts 2:47

· The whole city was evangelized: Acts 17:6

· More baptism - Acts 2:41, 4:4;, 5:14

· Penetrating unentered areas - Acts 8:4

· Paul: “taught publicly and from house to house” Acts 20:20

· Prospects For Bible Studies

· Children of church members 

· Close relatives of church members

· Graduates of the Bible Correspondence School

· Interests of Colporteurs

· Interests of hospital or medical outreach

· Branch Sabbath School Interests

· Sabbath School members but not church members

· Tips On Finding Bible Studies

1. Distribute a series of tracts or a single tract.

2. Place enrollment cards in doors.

3. Mass mail enrollment cards to postal areas.

4. Encourage all church members to carry enrollment cards at all time.

5. Give or lend books.

6. Share a video or audiocassette

7. Use a Religious Interest Survey.

8. Use a  Community Service survey.

· Organizing a Bible Study

· Bible Study Outline

· Introduction

· Body

· Appeal or Conclusion

· Introduction

 The purpose of the introduction is to awaken the interest of the hearers. 

· It needs to make a lasting impression.

· Could be:

· A short story.

· An important world event.

· An arresting text that introduces the topic.

· Anything else that awakens interest.

· The Body of the Study

Comprises the main part of the study 

· It must be solid and present a logical sequence from beginning to the end.

· Use verses that have a direct connection to the following verse.

· Be brief and to the point. 10 to 15 text are sufficient.

· End the study before the interest fades away

· The Study: Common Problems

· Don’t 
 preach!

· Stick to the 
 subject.

· “I don’t 
 know.”

·  Too much. 

· 
Appeal Or Conclusion

· A summary of the study.

· An appeal.

· Preview of the next topic.

· What to do at the Study

· Begin the study with prayer.

· Be punctual.

· Ideal group – 6 to 8.

· Best to sit in a circle.

· Be understanding

· Use good judgment in what you say.

· What to do at the Study: Teaching Methods

· Give the introduction or review its high points.

· The question and answer method is the easiest to use. 

· Speak clearly and slowly.

· Encourage discussion.

· Complement good answers.

· What to do at the Study: Teaching Methods

· Encourage students to participate. Read scripture.

· “Does anyone have a different answer?” 

· People learn at different rates of speed. Be patient.

· What to do at the Study: Personalities

· Never lose control of the study! 

· The members need to know you are in charge. 

· This will happen as you handle the situations that arise. 

· What to do at the Study: Personalities

· What to do at the Study: Personalities

· You can open the study after the introduction by saying, “Mr. ---, you probably know something about this topic. Why do you think it’s important?”

· What to do at the Study: Personalities

· What to do at the Study: Personalities

· Talks too much.

“OK. Since you answered the last question, let’s what Mr. ------thinks this time.”

· What to do at the Study: Personalities

· Doesn’t talk enough

“---- what do you think about this? Any ideas?” 

“No.” 

“OK. Let’s read it again. ---- read it please.” 

“What did the text say to you?” 

· What to do at the Study: Personalities

· Always listen and ask questions.

· Make brief and relevant comments as you go along.

· Stick to the subject

· Never introduce ideas for which the Bible student does not have sufficient background.

· The Use Of Illustrations

· Illustrations drives home the point.

· They create a deeper and more lasting impression in the heart and mind.

· They are like the windows that bring 

    in fresh air. 

· Should be short.

· Avoid using cheap jokes.

· Dangers to Avoid In a Bible Study

· Don’t give to much information at once.

· Length of Bible Study: 

   30-40 minutes.

· Number of questions:

   10-15 texts.

· Order of Topics

· Choose the topics to meet the needs of the hearers.

· Make the topics Christ-centered. Learning about Jesus is the object of all Bible study.

· Follow a correct order of topics.

· The 3-P’s of Evangelism

· The Wrong Order

· Baptism

· Foods

· Tithe

· Sabbath

· Second coming

· 
The Right Way

· Order of Topics

· “It has long been the practice of Seventh-day Adventist evangelists to arrange their topics in logical order.  The only thing wrong with this is that the human mind does not work logically. Much better results are obtained if the topics are arranged in psychological order.” — K. S. Wiggins, Soul Winning Made Easy, p. 37.

· Order of Topics

A psychological order:

·  Keep the interest high.

·  Makes decisions easier.

· Order of Topics


The idea is to include some especially interesting studies at certain points in the series to keep the interest high. 

· Order of Topics


Divide the series into three major blocks of studies:

· Order of Topics


No matter what order you follow, always present the plan of salvation as the basis of Christianity.

· Typical  Order of Topics

The Bible as God’s Word

The Second Coming of Jesus

The Signs of the Second Coming Of Jesus

Heaven and the New Earth

The Plan of Redemption

How to be Saved

God’s Holy Law

God’s Holy Sabbath

Etc.

· “Discover”  Order of Topics

Lessons 1-6

We can believe in God, the Bible

Plan of salvation

Lessons 7-13 

Bible prophecy

Lessons 14-20 

“The secret of . . .”  (basic doctrines)

Lessons 21-26 

Judgment and final events

· Getting Decisions

· Getting Decisions


The purpose of giving Bible studies, preaching and teaching baptismal classes is to lead people to Christ and church membership.

· Getting Decisions

“If words are not spoken at the right moment, calling for decision from the weight of evidence already presented, the convicted ones pass on without identifying themselves with Christ, the golden opportunity passes, and they have not yielded, and they go farther and farther away from the truth, farther away from Jesus and never take their stand on the Lord's side.” Evangelism, p. 283.

· Getting Decisions


“Bring the people to the point to decide. Show them the importance of the truth--it is life or death. With becoming zeal, pull souls out of the fire.” Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 151. 

· Strange Ideas About Getting Decisions

· “My business is to present the truth, and then let the hearers take it or leave it!”

· “My business is the sound the warning, and then shake the dust off my feet as a testimony against them!”

· “The matter of decisions is largely a matter of chance, and there is little we can do about it.”

· “The number who will be won is fixed by how many are honest and receptive when they first come to hear the truth. They will make decisions anyway, so why try to persuade them?”

· Understand the Laws of the Mind

· “What you need to understand is the true force of the will.This the govening power in the nature of man, the power of decision, or of choice. Everything depends on the right action of the will”

     Step to Christ, p. 47.

· ABC of Obtaining Decisions

A - Acceptance

B - Belief

C - Confidence

· Steps in Making Decisions

Information

Conviction

Desire

Action

· How the Mind Works

Information 

· The accumulation of facts about the decision to be made. Adequate information is necessary, but there are two problems:

· Information overload.

· Programmed non-response.

· Positive Alternatives

· Ask for a decision on the basis of a choice between two alternatives, both of which are positive and possible.

· Two Ways to Avoid Programmed a Non-response

· Make regular systematic appeals including hand-raising, kneeling, standing and altar calls.

· Use response cards often.

· Important Points in Getting Decisions

· Help student to make a decision in every lesson. 

· Ask, “Is it clear that.....?”

· Show the benefits of right action.

· Always stress the blessing over the requirements of God.

· Show the expectation of the God who loves us.

· Show the consequences of the wrong action.

· Lead students into a relationship with God.

· Fan the Flame of Desire by Sharing the Following Benefits

· Inner peace as opposed to inner turmoil (John 14:27, Psalms 119:165).

·  Receiving the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:32).

·  True happiness (John 13:17).

·  Heavenly home (Hebrew 11:24).

· Forgiveness of sins and freedom from guilt (Acts 2:37-39).

· Reasons For Asking For Prompt Decisions

· Truth is most clear when it is fresh in the mind.

· Satan is working to lead the thoughts astray.

· Conviction may completely disappear if one is not bought to decision at the earliest possible moment.

· A decision may be turned in another direction or toward another church.

· Relatives or member of other churches may confuse the issues or the truth in the mind.

· Circumstances may place the student beyond your reach in a very short time.

